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Conexión Américas Received National Award for Strengthening Latino Families
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Press Release

Local Nonprofit Organization Receives National Award for Exemplary Programs Strengthening Latino Families
The Annie E. Casey Foundation and the National Council of La Raza recognized Conexión Américas with the Family Strengthening Award for its holistic approach and demonstrated results working with Latino families.
Nashville, TN, August 9, 2007:  Conexión Américas, a local nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting the social, economic and civic integration of Latino families into the Middle Tennessee community, received the prestigious Family Strengthening Award presented by the Annie E. Casey Foundation and the National Council of La Raza (NCLR) at the NCLR annual conference in Miami, FL last July 21, 2007.
Nearly 300 community-based organizations across the country affiliated to NCLR are eligible for this award. Conexión Américas was the winner for the East Region. According to Annie E. Casey Foundation officials, the award recognizes “outstanding programs that work to give children what they need most—strong, capable and economically successful families. Responding to the varied needs of the families they serve,” Conexión Américas’ programs “improve the economic prospects of working men and women and create the services and networks of support that all families need to realize their aspirations for themselves and their children.”
Conexión Américas was founded in 2002 to address some of the most pressing challenges and opportunities created by recent demographic changes in Tennessee. Their approach to the social and economic advancement of the Latino family as a whole is through integration into their new society. This is accomplished through an innovative, two-pronged approach: 1) providing information about and 
referrals to community services, English language acquisition, assistance with home-buying, tax-paying and micro-enterprise development, and leadership skill training that support all members of the Latino family; and 2) helping the host community (non-profit groups, government agencies, and businesses) understand the presence, contributions, and challenges of Latino families primarily through public policy advocacy and their Latino Cultural Competency Training™.  
“The Latino families that come to us have the determination to improve their quality of life. We help them connect with the resources and support they need so they can achieve their highest aspirations,” says Renata Soto, Executive Director of Conexión Américas.  “We are committed to helping Latino families and serving as a bridge for them to reach the information and resources they need to succeed in their new community,” Soto says.

“Family is a value that defines Latino culture, and families are at the heart of the day-to-day work our affiliates are engaged in,” says Janet Murguía, President and CEO of NCLR. “By advancing opportunities for Latino children, families and communities, NCLR and its affiliates, including Conexión Américas, together are working to strengthen America as a whole,” Murguía says.
About the Annie E. Casey Foundation: Since 1948, the Annie E. Casey Foundation has worked to build better futures for disadvantaged children and their families in the United States. The foundation believes that children to well when their families do well, and families do better when they live in supportive communities.
About the National Council of La Raza: NCLR is the largest national Latino civil rights and advocacy organization in the United States. It works to improve opportunities for Hispanic Americans.
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